One-pot synthesis of substituted tetrahydrocyclobuta[a]naphthalenes by domino aldol condensation/olefin migration/electrocyclization.
A facile one-pot synthetic route for preparing the novel benzofused tricyclic skeleton of 1,2,2a,8b-tetrahydrocyclobuta[a]naphthalenes 5 is developed. The route was realized by a NaH-mediated tandem aldol condensation/olefin migration/electrocyclization of o-allylbenzaldehydes 1 with cinnamyl sulfones 3 in good yields.